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SOC 100-21: Intro to Sociology 
Suggested Research Topics for Research Paper/Presentation 

06/11/2020 
 
Below is a suggested list of research topics. These research topics are only suggestions, you are free to 
come up with your own. 
 
1) Choose a specific “workplace,” or “workplaces,” (e.g. a corporation; educational institution; non-profit; 

military, law enforcement, intelligence agencies; nightclub; recording studio; musical group/band; social 

movement; terrorist group/organization/network), and study how employees/members do their “work.” 

How would two different sociologists (e.g. Weber, Durkheim, Marx, DuBois, Mills) differ in their study of 

these workers/members. 

2) Use specific contemporary examples (2015-2020) to compare functionalist and conflict theory. How 

would the two differ in their understanding of inequality?  

3) Choose a specific sociological “study” whose methodology interests you. Describe this study, and then 

describe how you would change, expand, or update this study, using specific contemporary examples. 

4) Goths are visible as a subculture, in part because of their taste in music and fashion. Using these criteria 

(distinct genres of music and fashion) identify another subculture? In which ways might this subculture’s 

values oppose the dominant/“mainstream” culture? Professor Erickson will provide an example by briefly 

discussing the book Assimilate: A Critical History of Industrial Music (Reed, 2013) and its discussion of 

“industrial/rivethead” subculture. 

5) Universities, colleges, and community colleges, and K-12 schools, play an important role in the 

socialization of individuals. What are some of the things we learn from our passage through educational 

institutions/“schooling,” and how does this differ from what we are taught by teachers and/or professors? 

6) What is an organizational structure? Describe an organizational structure and determine how this 

structure might affect its organizational culture. You can choose an organizational structure you are 

currently in (e.g. Morton College; your workplace; a church/mosque/synagogue; non-profit), or an 

organizational structure that interests you. 

7) Describe two potential roles, such as punishment and rehabilitation, that prisons could play in society. 

What evidence is there to suggest that prisons “work” to rehabilitate people? What evidence is there to 

suggest that prisons “work” instead to scare/deter, or punish individuals? What are significant obstacles 

posed to prisons that interfere with them “working” at all? 

8) What are the ideal types of social stratification and how do they differ? Which one, in your opinion best 

describes stratification in the United States of America, or a different country of your choosing (e.g. Mexico, 

Mongolia, Malta)? 

9) What is binary thinking about sex and gender? How do individuals who challenge these binaries (e.g. 

transgender or intersex people) help us understand that sex and gender are social, and not “natural” or 

“merely biological?” 

10) Which of the four forms of minority-majority are prevalent in a country, or countries, of your choosing 

(e.g. the United States, or a comparison of the Russian Federation and People’s Republic of China)? How 

have minority groups in this country, or these countries, respond quite differently to domination? 



2 
 

11) What are some of the ways in which people with fewer resources in the United States (or another 

country or countries), are at greater risk for poor health? Are there certain groups at a particular 

disadvantage? 

12) Describe how a gendered division of labor arose after the Industrial Revolution. How was this change 

tied to kinship networks? Is the gendered division of labor being impacted by current technological 

“revolutions” (e.g. automation/robotics, IoT (Internet of Things), web/5G/6G), and this still tied to “kinship 

networks”? 

13) How are guest worker programs (temporary work visas for migrants) and offshoring labor potentially 

related? Provide two arguments for and against guest worker programs in the United States, or another 

country, or countries. 

14) Use a specific contemporary example (2015-2020) to illustrate the concept of alienation as described 

Karl Marx and illustrate two of its forms.  

15) What is the “state,” and what are examples of how the state maintains its authority and legitimacy? 

Choose one state (or “Empire”) and use it for the focus of your study, or compare and contrast two or more 

states (or “Empires”) as your focus. 

16) Use a particular religion, or compare two religions, and discuss how Karl Marx and Max Weber (or any 

other two theorists) differ in the way they think about religion and economy? 

17) Scientific research is not conducted in a social vacuum. Use one, or two or more, specific examples, to 

show how scientific inquiry typically differs from the “traditional” view of science, including the way 

scientists choose what to study. 

18) Choose a particular social movement (from the United States or another country). Does the social 

movement you focus on illustrate the three states of social movements? Of the various types of social 

movement organizations (described in Conley, 2019), which type of social movement organization is the 

one that you have chosen to focus on? 

19) What will be the impact upon specific social institutions/structures of the mass deployment of new 

technologies such as robotics, Artificial Intelligence, 5G/6G, and the Internet of Things (IOT)? Discuss the 

current anticipated impact of one of these new technologies (in 2020), and then try to forecast the impact 

of these technologies into the near (2030) and far (2050 and beyond) future. 

20) Thinking about the deep future of our species (e.g. 2100 and beyond, or perhaps sooner), what would 

be the impact upon specific social institutions/structures, and group and individual social identity, of having 

to deal with the unique aspects of colonization of our moon, another planet, either in our solar system, or a 

planet orbiting another star? 

Due Dates for Paper Assignment 1 and Presentation Topic, and Preferred Presentation Dates: 

Both the preliminary research/presentation topic are due June 18th, 2020. Presentations can begin June 

23rd, 2020, and the last day for presentations is July 28th, 2020. At the bottom of your Paper Assignment 1 

list three dates when you would like to present. 


