
SOC 100-21 
Summer Session 2020 – Prof. Erickson 

Final Paper Guidelines 
DUE: July 29, 2020 @ 11:59pm. 

 
Your final paper builds upon your previous paper assignments. 
 
The requirements for the final paper are: 

1) 1750 to 2000 words (excluding sources/bibliography and footnotes/endnotes, equivalent to seven 

to eight double-spaced pages 12-point font).  
2) The research report should be both an empirical and analytic report about the subject you have 

described in the previous paper assignments.  
3) The basic structure of the paper should be. 

a. Introduction. 
i. Provide brief overview of the entire structure of your paper. 

b. Body Paragraphs. 
i. In this section of the paper you will be describing the subject of your research in 

depth. 
ii. Theory/Methods. 

1. Explicitly discuss some of the relevant theories and methods from the 

course text and discussed in lecture. 

iii. Evidence:  
1. Literature Review and Case Studies. 
2. If relevant include quantitative data/statistics. 
3. If relevant include Images and/or graphics.  

c. Conclusion.  
i. State your own opinion and analysis. 

ii. Substantiate your opinion with reference to the facts that you have discussed in 

the body of the paper. 
d. Provide citations, these can be in-text parenthetical citations or footnotes/endnotes. 

4) Sources. 
a. Indicate the citation style you are using. 
b. Provide at least 10 properly formatted sources. 
c. The mix of sources should include at least several articles from academic/scientific 

journals. Ideally there should also be several books, however given the COVID-19 

emergency accessing books is a bit problematic.  
5) Editing paper before final submission. 

a. Make sure to run both a spell check and a grammar check. 
b. Make sure to run a word count check. 
c. Review your sources to make sure they are formatted correctly according to the citation 

style you are using. 
d. Plagiarism: Make sure that your paper contains original content, and that you have 

correctly quoted or paraphrased your sources. I (Prof. Erickson) will be running a 

plagiarism check on the paper as part of the grading/evaluation process. 

Drafts: I (Prof. Erickson) would be happy to look over drafts of your paper. I will accept, and review 

drafts up to July 29th, 1:00pm. Any drafts that I receive after that time I may not have time to review 

before the due date/time. 


